
NEPA Process 

NEPA 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 provides a framework for environmental planning and 
decision-making by federal agencies. NEPA directs federal agencies to consider the potential environmental 
consequences of their proposals, document the analysis, and make this information available to the public for 
comment prior to implementation. The NEPA process includes input from the public as well as from other state 
and federal agencies so that all environmental issues, such as impacts to the natural, social, cultural, and  
economic environments, as well as other issues are addressed. In addition to evaluating the potential  
environmental effects, the transportation needs of the public are taken into account in reaching a decision that 
is in the best overall public interest. 
 
There are three levels of environmental analysis and documentation that may be undertaken to satisfy the 
NEPA process for a proposed project or action. These include: 
 

Categorical Exclusion (CE)   
Environmental Assessment (EA) 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)   

 

An EIS will be prepared for the revive285 top end project.  An EIS is the highest level of documentation that 
provides comprehensive details regarding the process through which a transportation project was developed.  
It considers a range of reasonable alternatives, analyzes potential impacts resulting from the alternatives, and 
demonstrates compliance with other applicable environmental laws and executive orders. 
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DRAFT EIS 

Describes the  
purpose and need  

Documents potential 
social, economic, 
and environmental 
impacts 

Proposes measures 
to mitigate impacts 

Has a 45-day public 
review and comment  
period 

THE EIS PROCESS 


